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TORY is repeating Itself
In Russia these days
In fact history has so
formed the habit of

m vain repetition saying
and over again in various

and periods what she has
saying since the beginning of
that t is rare Indeed that she

anything new to say Now it is
Preobrajonsky Mglment that

failed the Czar of Russia in an
More than a century

it was the French Guard which
tiled Louis XvT in an emergency

centuries and centuries fore
the first

the Christian in was
Praetorian cohort some portion

the whole of It which made and
Roman Emperors The

seems to be that trusted troops
never trustworthy that In
of upheaval the imperial

Is always the first to yield to
whisperings 3f treason the first

show ilsloyalty he first to
the ruler who would and has

his life on their good faith
According to trustworthy infor

the Emperor Nicholas recently
the Preobrajensky regi

before he Imperial palace at
and in a sarcastic address
his regret at their evident

In declaring sympathy
the radical program of the

He ended by saying that he
never gain wear the uniform

the regiment As a matter of
he is according to Burton

only entitled to wear the
of one of its first

The lecturer In describing the
annual review or the 1rst of

says
Among the first to march stiffly

their Imperial commander are
men of the illustrious

which the Czar himself belongs
as Czar he still retains the
rank of first lieutenant for

had raa no higher in the
grade whoa walled upon to

the throne He remains
a lieutenant In this Pre

regiment and
exofficio 2omnianderinchief

all tin armies all the Russias
This Preobrajensky regiment has

the Czars favorite of all those
go to make up the Imperial

It has been the first bat
and the discovery of its

was a crushing glow to
Emperor He has ordered Its

o be stricken from he olls
the Imperial Guards In

the soldiers and officers of the
have been deprived

Df the special rights enjoyed
guardsmen Hereafter

ill he designated The
Infantry Battalion

Twas aver thus
la France one hundred and

years ago next month the na
guard who should have

helr king with heir lives
o fire on the people when

mob under the leadership of Dan
attacked the Tuilleries To be

they labored under the disad
of being without a leader

Mandat their commandant had
summoned before the

and because he would
yield to helr demands killed as
left the hall Possibly had he

at their head the guard might
behaved differently

would have staked his life on
loyalty and courage

As it was it was the Swiss Guard
save a splendid xhbiltion of

A mere band of
they shed their blood

for a king who was not
to whom they owed no feal

and lay town heir lives
for the abstract luty

what they were paid to do They
use a modern phrase made good

aye even magnificently good
Further back in the beginning of

Christian era tnore were the
Cohorts the bodyguard of

Roman emperors They were a
body of troops who In the

of the republic had formed the
of a general in command of

army The Latin word for gen
was praetor the generals

in amp vere the prae
hence name Praetorian
The emperor was like the

today commanderinchlef His
were In Rome and one

the Met acts of the first emperor
the organisation of this guard

command of the Praetorians
legally and nominally with

emperor but it was
the hands one or pore

their body guards with liberal do-

nations and they remained
only so long ae tOO Prag

torlans chose to let them
In 19 they murdered the Emper-

or Pertinax who seems to
been an unusually fine specimen
the Ronur emperor and put
empire ur a auction knocking
down to the highest bidder
happened t be Juliu Didlanua-
Pertinax hgfp led for
days but nf successor was
able to hole down the for
months when the Praetorians
one of theft owr prefects
emperor He promptly
wisdom of the selection by disband
ing tha Praetorians though he re-
organized them ere long on a
magnificent scale

To came dowr to modern times
times that are within
memory of living is
quite fifty years since history
telling the same tale in India writ
ing into he records in letters
blood some gruesome chapters
the heading of The Great Mutiny
It is to bo hoped that the
now ID Russia will not
such terrible reading as those
But always always it seems
be the favorite regiments that
the first to mutiny In the
war it was the native troops
British officers trusted them
implicitly who were the first to be
tray that faith

Some of the greatest tragedies
that great tragedy were due to
blind and fond credulity of old Ben-
gal officers as to the stanchness
their men There was Colonel
of the Tenth Native Infantry station-
ed at Futtoguhr seventy miles
Cawnpore He cherished a
Confident bellei in the oyalty of
Sepoys But they mutinied and
the little garrison of thirty
men sixty women and
only one boatload succeeded in reach
Ing Cawnpore to eventually
amid the horrors of that slaughter-
house

There was Colonel Spottiswoode
of the Fiftyfifth Native Infantry
stationed at Mardan He blew
his brains In grief and despair
he saw his faithful Sepoys In
revolt His regiment fired on Its of-

ficers and marched off to the
with Its regimental colors Nichol
son followed and overtook it
150 of the men captured anpiliei 150

and executed forty of them by blow
ing them from his guns a pictur
esque and dramatic form of
original to the Sepoy mutiny
rest crossed the border and
hunted down by the hill tribes
fell into the hands of
fanatics and were converted
the arguments of whip or sword
were sold as slaves They
mutiny a bitter experience and prob-

ably wished theyd been good
a all sorts of legends
with the wanderings of this regiment-
of which Kipling has told graphical-
ly n his story of The Lost Legion

Then there was Colonel
command of the Fifth Native In

fantry at Allahabad He had
most enthusiastic faith In his men
regarded them as a regiment
duskyskinned Sir Gallahads
one as faithful as Miltons Abdtel

On the evening of June 6 1857 Col
onel Simpson read to his
Sepoys the formal thanks of the gov-

ernor general for their virtuous of
fer to go out and fight the
mutineers at Delhi He on his
own account a glowing eulogy
their loyalty The Sapoys cheered
him to the echoari the gallant col-

onel ndjourj jl lA l mess room
there todIscus5iwitirW fellow
officers the great o lie derived
from the much enduring fidelity of
their men

Within four hours of being thank
ed by Lord Canning and praised by
Colonel Simpson the faithful Sepoys
of the Sixth Native Infantry had
murdered seventeen officers and all
tbo women and children of English
blood they could capture and were in
frU march for Delhi Simpson and
his officers ran to the parade ground-
to expostulate with their men
Five officers were immediately shot

Colonel Simpson was begin-
ning to address a new series of com
piimentp c his faithful Sepoys
but hey turned their muskets on
him and interrupted his eloquence
with a volley By some miracle he
escaneJ and galloped off to the fort
He had to rWe past mess house
and the guard turned ou and
took pot shots at him as ne rode He
reached the gate of he fort with a
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